
CCME Newsletter 

CCME, founded in September 

of 2007, had its first unit of 

CPE which began February of 

2008. Bon Secours Virginia 

Health System hosted the first 

unit of 4 students and negoti-

ated for an ongoing contract 

for three units per year. They 

have since had 3 additional 

units of CPE and have hosted 

a total of 19 students. Two 

students at this site, Keith 

Everton and Maureen Uche, 

completed two units each. 

There are currently 6 additional 

students enrolled in the sum-

mer 2009 unit of CPE. Provi-

dence Hospital in Washington, 

D.C. also participated in the 

first unit of CPE, as one of 

their chaplains, Gretchen 

Schwemer-Smith, joined the 

Bon Secours unit but com-

pleted clinical hours at Provi-

dence in the spring of 2008. 

Lakewood Manor Assisted 

Living facility was the second 

site to negotiate a contract, for 

one student for the summer of 

2008. Martha Callahan was 

their first student. They hope 

to continue having students at 

the site. 

Providence Hospital in Wash-

ington, D. C. was excited about 

continuing CPE for Gretchen 

Schwemer-Smith and their 

other chaplain, Sylvia van Laar, 

and hosted their own program 

in the fall of 2008. There were 

4 additional students who 

joined Gretchen and Sylvia for 

a total of 6 students. Provi-

dence hosted a spring 2009 

unit with 6 students and addi-

tionally contracted for a fall 

2009 and spring 2010 program. 

To date they have hosted 8 

additional students and pro-

vided 5 units of CPE for their 

two chaplains as these two 
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CCME is a SUCCESS!! 

Parish CPE is an opportunity 

for clinical pastoral education 

to be done in the parish. While 

new to the Richmond area, 

there are other programs 

across the U.S. Students en-

rolled in parish CPE complete 

clinical work in the parish set-

ting. Clinical hours consist of 

pastoral care for parishioners 

such as hospital visits, home-

bound visits, assisted living or 

retirement facility visits, funer-

als or services related to a 

death of a family member, 

support groups, marriage 

counseling, and other counsel-

ing visits. Those enrolled in 

CPE complete verbatims, and 

other assignments as do other  

CPE students. They receive 

some lecture presentations 

specific to pastoral care issues  

in parish life. Parishes do com-

plete a contract with CCME as 

do other sites. Students may 

share the placement fee ac-

corded each placement facility. 
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Special points of in-

terest:  

Bon Secours Rich-

mond has hosted 19 

students who gave 

5,736 hours of ser-

vice and made 9,198 

visits.  

Providence Hospital 

has hosted 8 stu-

dents and 2 chaplains 

who gave 3,620 

hours of service and 

made 7, 534 visits.  



move toward Board Certifica-

tion with APC. 

October of 2008 brought the 

first parish/community pro-

gram in which six students 

enrolled. There were 4 parish 

students, and two additional 

new sites: Lucy Corr Village 

and Johnston-Willis Medical 

Center in Midlothian. 

At the end of April 2009, 

(Continued from page 1) CCME had completed 7 units 

of CPE, with 43 student units. 

In this number were two su-

pervisory education students 

doing an observation unit and 

4 students who completed 2 or 

more units of CPE. To date we 

have two sites hosting full units 

of CPE with 4-6 students per 

unit, an additional 3 sites who 

hosted one student, and 4 par-

ishes who contracted for CPE 

parish internships. 

CCME is a Success! 

ACPE Accreditation 

Your works are 

wonderful.  

Psalm 139:14  
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Professional Consultation Committee 
As required by ACPE, the Professional Consultation Committee meets at regular intervals to provide advice and consultation on 

center and program planning. Members provide feedback, support, and educational resources for the training program. They assist 

in maintaining the accreditation, assist with teaching components and exit interviews, and other duties as needed. They have been a 

great support!!! Thank you PCC members!!! 

 

Current Members: 

Rev. Elaine Bowen, Chairperson, Pastor, Ashland Presbyterian Church 

Dr. Dan Bagby, Professor of Pastoral Care, BTSR 

Susan Fox, Professor of Supervised Ministry, Union-PSCE 

Peter McCourt, Director of Mission Services, Bon Secours Virginia Health System 

David Kympton, Hospice Chaplain, Bon Secours Health System 

Kathy Benham, LPC and Certified Coach, Benham Consulting & Coaching 

Dr. John Kinney, Dean, Virginia Union University, School of Theology 

Jacqueline Dash, Former student, Chaplain 

Glenn Chewning, Chaplain and Operations Manager, Bon Secours Health System 

Gale Jones, Associate Pastor, Saint Paulõs Baptist Church 

 

Former First Year Members: Mark Sprowl, Presbyterian Minister and Rosalind Bradley, Chaplain VCU 

Together we create  

dynamic opportunities!! 

CCME was granted Candidacy Status to offer CPE programs and Supervisory CPE in April of 2008 with two deficiencies 

sited. The accreditation process began in the fall of 2007 with a site visit in December of 2007. The Mid-Atlantic Regional Accredi-

tation Committee granted approval to move forward based on their review of CCME materials and a site visit, and gave permis-

sion for CCME to host its first CPE unit in the spring of 2008. The National ACPE Review occurred in the spring of 2008 at 

(Continued on page 3) 



Spring 2009 GraduationñProvidence Hospital, Washington , D.C. 

New Program to Begin in Northern Virginia 

ACPE Accreditation 

core curriculum. These were reported 

on in the annual report completed in 

January of 2009. In May of 2009 the 

National Accreditation Commission 

removed both deficiencies. A new 

center must remain as a Candidate for 

three years before moving to full ac-

which time the Regional decision was 

reviewed and ratified. CCME received 

two deficiencies which included listing 

counseling resources and strengthen-

ing the written material around the 

(Continued from page 2) 

Ruth Walsh of Springfield, 
VA, ACPE certified supervi-
sor and Episcopal priest with 
the Diocese of Virginia, began 
making plans to join with 
CCME to provide a unit of 
CPE in Northern Virginia. 
Most recently she has worked 
as a CPE supervisor for Wash-
ington Hospital Center and 

Students become a team  

identifying a common 

goal of being the best 

ministers they can be, 

helping each other to 

learn and grow!!  
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Left to Right: 

Tom Frost 

Jennifer Thalman Kepler 

Gayle Schlenker 

Sylvia van Laar 

Gretchen Schwemer-Smith 

Lois Aroian 

before that as Director of 
Pastoral Care for Goodwin 
House in Falls Church, VA. 
She has also been an Interim 
Rector, a Hospice chaplain, 
and is credentialed for Criti-
cal Incident Debriefing. 
Plans are under way for this 
new CPE unit to begin in 
October of 2009. More spe-

cifics about this program are 
coming soon. Please watch 
our website: at : 

creditation status which will occur in 

2010. Congratulations to CCME and all 

those who assisted in this process!! We 

have moved forward successfully in a 

rather tedious process!! We are listed on 

the National ACPE website! 

www.caringcommunitycpe.com 


